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RENDS 


Gasoline Rationing Resisted 


The need for nation-wide gasoline rationing as 
a means of conserving rubber has not been accepted 
by certain parts of the country. Without public ac- 
ceptance, gasoline rationing may prove to be as 
difficult to enforce as was prohibition. Enforcement 
depends primarily on the public’s belief in the need 
for the program and in the fairness of its administra- 
tion. ‘Widespread violation has been uncovered in 
the East coast rationed area where there is a gasoline 
shortage as well as the need to conserve rubber. 


An organized movement from the mid-West to 
postpone the nation-wide gasoline rationing order 
for a 60 to go day period is well under way and has 
gained considerable support from Congressmen. 
Some of the arguments advanced are much the same 
as they were before the Baruch report which seemed 
for a time to have cleared up the gasoline-rubber 
controversy. 


The principal argument advanced for delay is 
that the 35 mile speed limit has already curtailed 
the use of automobiles, that people voluntarily are 
refraining from driving their cars except for es- 
sential uses and will resent coercion. The catch 
comes when the same statement goes on to say that 
gasoline rationing will disrupt the entire economy, 
indicating that it would reduce the use of cars 
much further than is true at present. Other argu- 
ments are that some areas have developed since the 
automobile came into wide use and that lack of 
other transportation facilities and long distances make 
the use of privately owned automobiles more es- 
sential than in areas with other means of transporta- 
tion. The gasoline rationing program should be 
flexible enough to take care of such situations. 


Tariff Fight Started 
On False Issue 


The President’s request for a seemingly wide-open 
grant of authority to suspend, for the duration of 
the war, laws which impede the free flow of “persons, 
property and information into and out of the United 
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States” has created a great deal of furor in the country 
and the Congress. 


The message went to the Congress with no specific 
information as to what was to be accomplished by 
it. It was seized upon as an unwarranted grab for 
power and a threat to tariff protection. 


Investigation indicates that the request. was insti- 
gated by the Board of Economic Warfare, the Mili- 
tary establishments, and the Department of Justice, 
to get rid of red tape that bothers representatives 
of the United Nations coming into the United States, 
and that delays war production. Had the purpose 
of the request been explained more carefully at the 
time it was presented, it would not have provided 
such a tempting target for attack. The House Ways 
and Means Committee turned down the original 
bill but expects to report one of its own carrying a 
limited grant of authority. 


Reorganization of Manpower 
Mobilization Delayed 


Continued resistance of the armed forces to cen- 
tralizing control over manpower in a civilian agency 
is blocking efforts to solve the manpower problem. 
The President has delayed issuing the expected order 
placing Selective Service under the War Manpower 
Commission, as proposed by the Labor-Management 
Advisory Committee of the War Manpower Com- 
mission. 


Total war demands that there should be a balance 
between the needs of the fighting forces and civilian 
industries providing war equipment and the es- 
sential needs of the population. While the Army 


and Navy hold that the Selective Service system is 


doing a good job and its independence should be 
maintained, civilian agencies continue to believe that 
production rates cannot even be held at present 
levels unless deferments are decided on the basis of 
occupational needs rather than dependents. Vol- 
untary enlistments, particularly in the Navy, tend to 
take off the pick of the technically equipped men 
and to lure personnel away from the industries. 


Congress Attacks Waste 
in Federal Employment 


At the same time Senate economy leader Byrd 
made the headlines with a statement that the number 
of federal employees could be cut by at least a third, 
plans were being made on the other side of the 
Capitol for a thorough investigation of the federal 
personnel situation. Representative Ramspeck’s 
Committee on Civil Service has authority for such 
an investigation and will probably get under way 
shortly after the new Congress convenes. 


Washington, as well as the rest of the country, 
knows that the rapid expansion of federal personnel 
has led to waste. The Byrd method would cut ap- 
propriations for personnel, force reduction in staffs, 
but would leave some of the basic causes for the 
situation untouched. Representative Ramspeck’s ap- 
proach is to try by investigation to show up the weak 
spots and to force improvements. 


Some of the causes of over-expansion and person- 
nel waste are: inadequate planning of the job to be 
done by the agency; no over-all control of the num- 
ber of persons employed; overlapping functions 
among the various agencies resulting in duplication 
of work; poor working and living conditions; failure 
to use persons at their top skills. 


Liberal Trade 
Policies Supported 


Bi-partisan support of more liberal trade policies 
and a freer domestic economy was indicated this week 
by Wendell Willkie and James Byrnes, Chairman of 
the Economic Stabilization Board. Peace and eco- 
nomic stability are possible only if we find a method 
for removing the trade barriers which block the flow 
of goods among nations, Mr. Willkie told Herald- 
Tribune Forum listeners. Mr. Byrnes expressed the 
hope that the regimented economy of wartime would 
be freed to expand again when the war is over. 


The Byrnes-Willkie statements give support to 
one of three trends of thought regarding trade and 
the future that are becoming apparent in Washing- 


ton. It looks toward freer trade policies through 
agreements to get rid of discriminating quota and 
currency restrictions and to gradually lower certain 


tariffs. Wartime government controls would be 
loosened wherever possible. This is a painstaking 
course, but the machinery is established in the trade 
agreements program and a good start has been made. 


A second trend is toward increasing trade by con- 
tinuing in large measure the government controls 
which have been set up. Exchanges between goy- 
ernments are rapid and more easily handled, and 
there is a tendency to be impatient with the slower 
methods. But government control in international 
trade necessitates control in domestic economy. 


The third is toward repudiating the aims of re- 
moving trade barriers and turning to economic 
isolationism, shutting our eyes to the consequences. 


The ideas expressed by Mr. Willkie and Mr. Byrnes 
have been accepted as part of the war aims of the 
United Nations. They are included in the Atlantic 
Charter and are being incorporated in each of the 
master lend-lease agreements. 


To Re Watched 


To what extent will the Republican National Com- 
mittee, meeting in St. Louis on the anniversary 
of Pearl Harbor, give content to the statement of 
policy issued last summer on the future relation of 
the United States to the rest of the world? 


The next Congress will have to make decisions on 
domestic issues having a far-reaching effect on post- 
war plans, including action on the reciprocal trade 
agreement program which expires in June, 1943. If 
the United States seems to retreat from its policy 
of promoting freer movement of goods throughout 
the world, it will jeopardize current negotiations 
and agreements which are laying the foundation for 
post-war organization. 


The election put the Republican party in a position 
where it will, in fact, be the determining factor in 
such decisions. 


